
The history and basics of 
sustainable development

What is it, how has it evolved, challenges and opportunities…



Personalised
reintroduction of
the speaker
The speaker



December 19, 2025 Presentation 3

Short recap of previous lecture…



We’ve known this for quite some time now…
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https://www.clubofrome.org/publication/the-limits-to-growth/

1972!!!
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Episode 5

Let’s watch it…

https://climate-positive-education.org/history-sustainable-development/
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We’ve already agreed on what needs to happen…
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https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/5987our-common-future.pdf

1987!!!
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A clear need for more specific goals and targets…
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2015

https://sdgs.un.org/goals

https://sdgs.un.org/goals


How to address sustainability…
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• 2015;

• adopted by all UN member states;

• 17 goals, 169 targets, deadline: 2030;

• by now, the ‘de facto sustainability 

standard for businesses and 

governments’;

• these goals capture an encompassing 

spectrum of sustainability topics that are, 

by definition, integrated, indivisible, and 

universally applicable;

• powerful, enticing agenda, that serves as 

a catalyst and guiding principle.





Careful with how you address/monitor the SDGs…
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• Focusing investments on empowering 

young women may shift away the 

attention from more important drivers of 

poverty, including debt, tax evasion, and 

labour exploitation…

• Similar with micro-credits and other 

means to fight poverty…

• Be careful that by fighting symptoms you 

are not overlooking the ‘actual’ problems, 

or the causes of those problems. 



Ranking high on the SDG 
index strongly correlates 
with high footprints, and 
low ranking with low 
footprints.

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fenrg.2017.00018/full

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fenrg.2017.00018/full
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https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/map

https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/map
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Presentation











Maar…

• Footprint-verhaal

• Credibility

• Bain report = 98 procent faalt

• Corporate scandals/VW (grappen voor volgende keer bewaren)

• Trumpworld

• PDCA, van A naar Beetje, KPI

• Bestaande systemen domineren (andere vormen van 

waardecreatie)

• De vloeken van MVO

• Beperkingen van business case-denken (Nijhof en Jeurissen)

*https://hbr.org/2018/06/25-years-ago-i-coined-the-phrase-triple-bottom-line-heres-why-im-giving-up-on-it

“breakthrough change, 
disruption”
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LINK TO THE PACT FOR THE FUTURE

https://www.un.org/pga/wp-content/uploads/sites/109/2024/09/The-Pact-for-the-Future-final.pdf
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Your challenge (the complicated version)

Action 53. We will develop a framework on measures of progress on sustainable development to complement and go 
beyond gross domestic product. 81. We recognize that sustainable development must be pursued in a balanced and 
integrated manner. We reaffirm the need to urgently develop measures of progress on sustainable development that 
complement or go beyond GDP. These measures should reflect progress on the economic, social and environmental 
dimensions of sustainable development, including in the consideration of informing access to development finance 
and technical cooperation. We decide to:  (a) Request the Secretary-General to establish an independent high-level 
expert group to develop recommendations for a limited number of country-owned and universally applicable 
indicators of sustainable development that complement and go beyond GDP, in close consultation with Member 
States and relevant stakeholders, taking into account the work of the Statistical Commission, building on the Global 
Indicators Framework for SDGs and targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and to present the 
outcome of its work during the eightieth session of the General Assembly.  (b) Initiate a United Nations-led 
intergovernmental process following the completion of the work of the independent high-level expert group in 
consultation with relevant stakeholders, including the UN Statistical Commission, international financial institutions, 
multilateral development banks and regional commissions, in line with their respective mandates, on measures of 
progress on sustainable development that complement or go beyond gross domestic product, considering the 
recommendations of the Secretary-General’s high-level expert group.
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Your challenge (the simple version)

Develop 
a better way 

to measure and/or monitor 
progress 

with respect to 
sustainable development



December 19, 2025 Presentation 26

Episode 6 (or 7?)

Let’s watch it…

https://climate-positive-education.org/history-sustainable-development/
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Your thoughts…

On ...

 … how can we do better/speed things up?

 … these two lectures?  

 … how do you feel we should address sustainability at BUas?
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Thank you!

MAKE 
SUSTAINABILITY 

GREAT AGAIN
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