
Sustainable Development Goals 
Are we getting there/somewhere?

Introductory mini-lecture



SUSTAINABILITY – SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
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Tale of two cities

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, 

it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, 

it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, 

it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, 

it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Interessante tijden om velerlei redenen en zeker met het oog onze gezamenlijke uitdagingen op het gebied van duurzaamheid. Je kunt als het ware twee bewegingen, twee verhaallijnen zien in onze huidige maatschappij. Mooie stappen, mooie ideeen aan de ene kant en uitdagingen en redenen voor zorg aan de andere kant.  (note Ellen: en misschien wel meer dan 2 verhaallijnen...'fifty shade of sustainability :-D'



Maar…

• Footprint-verhaal
• Credibility
• Bain report = 98 procent faalt
• Corporate scandals/VW (grappen voor volgende keer bewaren)
• Trumpworld
• PDCA, van A naar Beetje, KPI
• Bestaande systemen domineren (andere vormen van waardecreatie)
• De vloeken van MVO
• Beperkingen van business case-denken (Nijhof en Jeurissen)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Laten we beginnen met de mooie verhalen, de redenen voor optimisme.



Onze wereld, ons verhaal

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We maken echt stappen in het gezamenlijk onderkennen van het probleem en het vaststellen van wat we moeten bereiken.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
16 bn dollars in pre-orders in 4 weeks (v. Volkswagen). Er ontstaat een beweging op basis van de ideeen van 1 man – en die slaat aan! Duurzaam kan sexy, interessant, mooi, aantrekkelijk zijn.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Citizens bringing their governments to court to do more about climate change. High profile lawsuits in the Netherlands and Belgium, but also in other places in the world, including the state of California if I recall correctly.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Toch zijn er ook wel redenen tot zorg
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Source?



We’ve known this for quite some time now…
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https://www.clubofrome.org/publication/the-limits-to-growth/
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We’ve already agreed on what needs to happen…
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https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/5987our-common-future.pdf

1987!!!
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A clear need for more specific goals and targets…
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2015

https://sdgs.un.org/goals

https://sdgs.un.org/goals


How to address sustainability…
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• 2015;
• adopted by all UN member states;
• 17 goals, 169 targets, deadline: 2030;
• by now, the ‘de facto sustainability 

standard for businesses and 
governments’;

• these goals capture an encompassing 
spectrum of sustainability topics that are, 
by definition, integrated, indivisible, and 
universally applicable;

• powerful, enticing agenda, that serves as 
a catalyst and guiding principle.



18

What does “integrated, indivisible” mean?

“You don’t better the system by bettering 
the parts.”

‘Bettering the separate parts’ is not an 
ecological idea. It’s not how LIFE works.

Think of the heart organ……

It’s about nurturing the relationships that 
form that system.

 - Nora Bateson https://batesoninstitute.org/ 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When we’re talking about the SDGs, why does taking a systemic approach matter? 
We run into problems if we treat complexity / complex systems (such as the system represented by the SDG framework) as separate parts. Why?
Think about the heart organ as an example. What happens if we create a bigger heart? …if we get more blood pumping to the heart, faster and harder? This is actually a form of heart disease. The body cannot cope with this and we will die.
To maintain a healthy system, which is in balance, we need to pay attention to the relationships which form that system. This is how life works.    
And this is why we need to pay more attention to the relationship between the different SDGs.
(Recommend you take a look at the work of Nora Bateson – link provided in the slide). 

https://batesoninstitute.org/


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Worldwide sustainability agenda. No less than 17 lofty goals, including… Is becoming an important framework to guide action by business, government, non-governmental organizations and civili society.

Early to say what the impact will be exactly, but there’s one lesson: never use a prime number as the number of goals you’re setting. You will have a lay-out conflict all the time 




Careful with how you address/monitor the SDGs…
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• Focusing investments on empowering 
young women may shift away the 
attention from more important drivers of 
poverty, including debt, tax evasion, and 
labour exploitation…

• Similar with micro-credits and other 
means to fight poverty…

• Be careful that by fighting symptoms you 
are not overlooking the ‘actual’ problems, 
or the causes of those problems. 



Ranking high on the SDG 
index strongly correlates 
with high footprints, and 
low ranking with low 
footprints.

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fenrg.2017.00018/full

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Of als je dacht de SDG’s het grote heil ging brengen…

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fenrg.2017.00018/full
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https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/map

https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/map
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Maar…

• Footprint-verhaal
• Credibility
• Bain report = 98 procent faalt
• Corporate scandals/VW (grappen voor volgende keer bewaren)
• Trumpworld
• PDCA, van A naar Beetje, KPI
• Bestaande systemen domineren (andere vormen van 

waardecreatie)
• De vloeken van MVO
• Beperkingen van business case-denken (Nijhof en Jeurissen)

*https://hbr.org/2018/06/25-years-ago-i-coined-the-phrase-triple-bottom-line-heres-why-im-giving-up-on-it

“breakthrough change, 
disruption”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Elkington, Stiglitz, Raworth
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LINK TO THE PACT FOR THE FUTURE

https://www.un.org/pga/wp-content/uploads/sites/109/2024/09/The-Pact-for-the-Future-final.pdf
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Your challenge in the workshop (the complicated version)

Action 53. We will develop a framework on measures of progress on sustainable development to complement and go 
beyond gross domestic product. 81. We recognize that sustainable development must be pursued in a balanced and 
integrated manner. We reaffirm the need to urgently develop measures of progress on sustainable development that 
complement or go beyond GDP. These measures should reflect progress on the economic, social and environmental 
dimensions of sustainable development, including in the consideration of informing access to development finance 
and technical cooperation. We decide to:  (a) Request the Secretary-General to establish an independent high-level 
expert group to develop recommendations for a limited number of country-owned and universally applicable 
indicators of sustainable development that complement and go beyond GDP, in close consultation with Member 
States and relevant stakeholders, taking into account the work of the Statistical Commission, building on the Global 
Indicators Framework for SDGs and targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and to present the 
outcome of its work during the eightieth session of the General Assembly.  (b) Initiate a United Nations-led 
intergovernmental process following the completion of the work of the independent high-level expert group in 
consultation with relevant stakeholders, including the UN Statistical Commission, international financial institutions, 
multilateral development banks and regional commissions, in line with their respective mandates, on measures of 
progress on sustainable development that complement or go beyond gross domestic product, considering the 
recommendations of the Secretary-General’s high-level expert group.
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Your challenge in the workshop (the simple version)

Develop 
a better way (than just GDP) 
to measure and/or monitor 

progress 
with respect to 

sustainable development.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Nog toevoegen hoe dit met TMO heeft te maken? 1) voorbereiding op debat/onderhandelen; 2) inzicht in SDGs, die daarna te vertalen zijn naar een bestemming?
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